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Kenmore Park Junior School 

Newsletter Newsletter Date :  

09-01-2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new year. I hope that you and your family had a really 
enjoyable winter break over the last two weeks. Christmas is always such a 
busy time at school with concerts, pantomimes and year group productions 
etc. so it actually feels quite settling to come back to normality.  
 
The children have settled back very well after the break and seem to be 
enjoying their lessons and activities. I always ask the children if they were 
looking forward to coming back to school. Most said yes and that they had 
missed school but a few responded that they would prefer to be snuggled 
in bed. Some of those responses might have even come from the staff!!!! 

Inset Day (Teacher Training Days) 
 
Please note that the Infant school have a training day on Friday 17th Jan-
uary when their children will be off school. For the Junior children it is 
school as normal. We do try to align the training days for both the 
Infants and Juniors but on certain occasions this just isn’t possible. The 
extra Infant training day balances out in July when the Junior children 
finish a day earlier than the Infants on the 16th July. The infant children 
finish on the 17th July so please do reassure your children that the In-
fants do NOT get an extra day off - it all works out fair in the end. 
 
We do have a joint inset day on Friday 28th February when both schools 
will be off. We use this day for our parent / teacher consultation meet-
ings. This date is about half way through the year so that by this time the 
staff know the children very well and will be able to advise you on what 
they believe are their strengths and weaknesses and how you can help your 
child at home. Further details will follow during the half term where you 
will be able to book appointments to see your child’s class teacher. 
 
I have liaised with Mrs Mahil-Pooni in the Infants about next year's Inset 
days. We have managed to align both schools training days so that all the 
children will have the same days off. Once these dates have been agreed 
by Governors we will publish them as I know a few parents have been ask-
ing for them. 
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Quote of the Week 

I don’t know 
how I got my 

Christmas 
presents. 
We don’t 

have a 
chimney and 

we have 
electric 

heaters - 
Year 3 pupil 

Car Safety 

Please re-

member to 

use the un-

official one 

way system 

at drop off 

and pick up 

times. 

 

School Website 

Address. 

 

Homework 
 
One of the ideas that we have been discussing with Staff since we came 
back after the holidays is about ‘Homework’ for the children. Even 
amongst the staff body there are many differing opinions about home-
work. Currently we believe that all of the children should be reading every 
night at home and in addition to this they will be given some literacy and 
numeracy work as well as times tables and spellings. Some parents have 
complained that this is too much homework and some parents have com-
plained that this is too little. 
 
There are no longer any government guidelines about the amount of home-
work a Junior school child should get. Up until 2012 the Government rec-
ommended that Junior children should do about 30 minutes every night 
during the week. We still roughly follow this old guideline. This was 
dropped by the Government in 2012 and it is up to each school to decide 
for themselves. Some schools do not give any homework at all, some 
schools give over an hour per night. We are currently trying to gauge what 
is best for our school and our pupils. 
 
The main arguments for homework is that it consolidates work completed 
in class, it trains the children in independent work and it gets the children 
ready for homework demands in secondary school. The main arguments 
against homework is that it is boring and mundane and it is far better for 
the children to spend their time outside running around or pursuing other 
interests. 
 
Next week I will send out a short parent questionnaire on ParentMail con-
sisting of about 10 questions asking parents their thoughts about home-
work. We will use these results to help formulate any changes to our 
homework policies and practices. I know that a lot of our parent population 
were born outside of the UK and their experiences may well shape their 
beliefs about how much homework they want their child to do. I will let 
you know the results. I do know that we won't be able to please all of the 
parents as there are so many different views out there. Research has 
shown that there is only very minimal difference in academic achievement 
between schools that do set homework to those that don’t!  

Gilwell Park Spaces 
 
There are still two places available for the Gilwell Park trip at the begin-
ning of Year 6. When the places are gone - they are gone. We cannot go 
above numbers as the site won’t let us. If you would like to chat about it 
please feel free to come and talk to me. 



PSHE Lessons ( Personal, Social and Health Education) 
 
This academic year we have adopted a 
scheme of work called ‘Jigsaw’ to enable 
us to deliver our PSHE curriculum. This is 
also used by the infant school. PSHE aims 
to give the children a chance to develop 
their beliefs, their desires and to under-
stand their place in the world. It also ena-
bles the school to address ‘difficult’ con-
cepts and ensure that the children are 
able to make their own choices now and in 
later life. 
 
Every half term a new topic (jigsaw piece) is introduced to the children 
during an assembly and this theme is developed in the children’s weekly 
PSHE lessons in their classrooms at an age appropriate level. This term 
the topic focuses on ‘Goals and dreams’ it asks the children questions such 
as what are their dreams - how would they go about achieving them, what 
could get in the way of achieving their dreams. Some of their dreams 
might be long reaching - I want to become a doctor when I am older; some 
of them will be short term - I want to be able to do long division sums. 
 
Please can I ask that you help the children to formulate both long and 
short term dreams. Please speak to your child at home about what they 
want to achieve - no dream is too big - if they want to be the first person 
on Mars, great for them. This will help them during their PSHE lessons in 
school and it is a good opportunity for you to find out about their thoughts 
for themselves. If we didn’t have dreams we wouldn’t be able to accom-
plish much at all. 
 
If you want to know more about our PSHE curriculum then please contact 
Miss Mason.  

How You Can Help The School 
 
School budgets have been dropping over the last 
few years and costs are rising. This means that the 
school is having to make cutbacks both in terms of 
staff and resources. One way that parents can help 
without it costing them a penny is through our easy-
fundraising campaign. Every time that you buy 
something online you can help raise extra cash for 
the school. This extra money can then be spent on 

extra resources for your child, e.g. just before Christmas we took the 
whole school to see Peter Pan. We were able to offer cheap tickets to our 
pupils because the school paid for the cost of the coach fare. If we would 
have asked parents to pay this could have added an extra £5 to the cost 
of the trip. We were able to subsidise this from our easyfundraising. 
 
It is very easy to take part. If you want to buy something on line - amazon, 
insurance, holidays etc please go through the easyfundraising site first to 
get to your desired internet site. The company that you are buying from 
will then give a small percentage of what you spend to the school - it might 
only be 10p but if enough parents contribute 10p per shop this soon adds 
up to pounds extra for the school. There is an app that can be downloaded 
to your phone/tablet. 

Joke of the Week  
 

Why do crabs never give to charity. Because they are shellfish.  


